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Licking Valley Honey                            

Bee Society  

Next Meeting: March 14th 

Beginning Session beginning                      

at 5:30 p.m. 

General Beekeeping Club Meeting                                           

beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Harrison County Extension Office  

Farmers Market 

Meeting! 

Wednesday, March 

8th at 6:00 p.m. 

The next Harrison County Farmers Market 

Meeting will be on Wednesday, March 8th 

at 6:00 p.m. at the Harrison County        

Extension Office. 

If you plan to set up at the market this 

year, you are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to 

attend.  The market will be making plans 

for the upcoming season. 

Be sure to follow the Harrison County 

Farmers Market Facebook page to stay up 

to date on all happenings!  

 Stay up to date! Follow us on                            

FACEBOOK!  

Harrison County Harrison County         

Extension—Horticulture 



March is here, which means that it is meteorological spring!  So, just 

because we have some very warm days sprinkled in, it’s important to 

remember that it isn’t officially spring yet and we likely still have a lot 

of cold days ahead of us.  With those thoughts, it is time to start plan-

ning (even if not planting) our vegetable gardens!  At the extension 

office we have a fantastic resource called Home Vegetable Gardening 

in Kentucky.  If you do not currently have a copy of this publication, 

and you plan to have a garden, I highly encourage you to stop by the 

office and pick one up.  It is a wealth of information, for both new and 

experienced gardeners!  Here you will see some information regarding 

starting your spring garden.  Including crops to grow, planting dates 

and harvest times.  Both of these charts come from the Vegetable  

Gardening publication I mentioned.   

If you haven't already it is time to start taking soil samples for the 

2023 growing season. By submitting your soil tests early, you can be 

sure to have your results back before planting time. Drop by the office 

to pick up a soil probe and bags for all your sampling needs! Soil 

testing is FREE through the Harrison County Extension Office! 



 
 

Luck of the Irish, St. Patrick’s Day, lucky four-leaf clover: A 
shamrock and a four-leaf clover are the same plant – right? 

I found in my research that no, they are not the same, but the 
difference is surprising. According to Irish, the legend of the 
shamrock goes something like this: A bishop named Patrick 
lived in the land of the Druids (now known as Ireland). Patrick 
was a teacher of the word of God and was well loved and tru-
ly a saint. Some of his followers came to him one day and 
confessed they had a hard time believing the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. At this point St. Patrick 
picked a shamrock and used it to explain the Holy Trinity, which was accepted and the shamrock   
became one of the symbols of Ireland. Another legend states the Celtic druids started the three leaf 
clover’s fame. They believed 3 was the perfect number and had mystical powers. The three leaves 
may have represented underground, earth, and sky, but no one knows for sure. It is said that St.   
Patrick went about converting the druids and using the shamrock to explain the Christian concept of 
the Holy Trinity. 

There are actually many plants that are clovers and some that are mimics. Most of us are familiar 
with white clover and red clover, but there is also lesser trefoil, or hop clover, and black medick (not 
a true clover). I’m sure you have seen the beautiful Oxalis plants of which there are about 570      
species. Wood sorrels are also sometimes confused with clovers. 
 
What about four-leaved clovers? It is estimated that, on average, there are 10,000 three-leaf clovers 
for every instance of a true four-leaf clover. I know I have spent many hours searching for a four-leaf 
clover and have yet to find one. One would certainly need to be lucky to find a four-leaf clover. 
 
"If a man walking in the fields find any four-leaved grass, he shall in a small while after find some 
good thing." 
~Sir John Melton 1620 
 
So what are the differences between shamrocks and clovers? Not all clovers are shamrocks, but all 
shamrocks are clovers. Clovers are in the Trifolium family and the word Trifolium means having three 
leaves. A clover can’t be a shamrock if it has four leaves. Having four leaves is just a genetic mutation 
of a three-leaf clover. But just to make it clear as mud – even botanists can’t agree on which clovers 
are shamrocks. Basically the difference is a shamrock is a three-leaf clover symbol of Ireland and a 
four-leaf clover is a symbol of good luck. 
 
As a gardener and pollinator lover I let the clover grow in my yard. I plan to add Oxalis                                       

Triangularis (Purple Shamrock) to my houseplant collection soon. Note – this is not a true shamrock 

because it is not a clover. 

Source: Penn State Extension  



 

 

Start your day with Extension! 

9:10 a.m. Stacey Stephens with NEP:                                                     

1st Monday of the month                                                                                                                   

Jessica Sayre with Horticulture:                                                                

1st Wednesday of the month                                       

Shannon Farrell and Holly Laytart with 4-H:                                           

2nd Wednesday of the month         

Shelley Meyer with FCS: 4th Thursday of the month  

 

The 4-H Horticulture club is open 

to any 4-H member interested in horticulture!  

The meetings are held on the third Wednesday 

(March 15th) of the month, 3:30—4:30 at the 

Harrison County Extension Office.  Students can 

ride the bus after school to the office.              

For more information or questions, call the 

office at 859-234-5510 




